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it be quenched such an opportunity will not recur in our life-
time.

It was a situation after Elizabeth's own heart, demanding
caution, secrecy, and valiant lying. Clerks were dispensed with.,
Cecil wrote the dispatches himself., and ciphered and deciphered
all of any consequence. The Queen, Sir Thomas Parry, and he
formed an inner secret council with the result that older and
more conservative councillors, who were kept in the dark.,
went about fulminating against young upstarts. Everyone was
vaguely aware of what was happening. It could not be other-
wise, with negotiations constantly going on, representatives
crossing the Border, and money being sent to Scotland. The
Regent, Mary of Guise, had her spies and the Scots blabbed, and
John Knox was not the sort of person who could hide a visit
to England. It became still harder to maintain appearances when
the Congregation started paying their troops in English and
Flemish coin, and when a thousand pounds was intercepted
on its way to them.

The harder it was, the harder Elizabeth lied. Early in August
the Regent protested against these activities on the Border.
Elizabeth merely expressed her surprise that persons who were
her subjects and public officials and knew perfectly well how
displeasing their action would be to her, had of their own device
consorted with such people as the Scottish rebels. She knew
'nothing herself; let the Regent furnish details and she would
punish the offenders. At the end of the month came more com-
plaints. Of course, said Elizabeth to the French ambassador, it
was possible that some of her servants had behaved unwisely;
there were fools among them. She had sent a person to make
inquiries; but this she could tell him, that the members of the
Congregation would be grievously deceived if they hoped for
any favour from her in their foolish enterprise. She had neither
written nor promised anything to them, a statement that could
easily be proved or disproved, for her signature was unmistak-
able: let him produce it. The audience took place at Hampton
Court, and at the end she invited the ambassador into the gallery
to see the Regent's portrait hanging there, talking of her kind-